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least decrease in temperature allowing the mercury to fall and the 
more freely escaping gas to increase the flame. The adjustment 
of the mercury to the exact height required is accomplished by a 
screw which works through a steel collar on the side of the glass 
tube and which by working in or out gives the requisite change of 
capacity to the reservoir. This adjusting screw is the most diffi- 
cult part of the apparatus for construction by an amateur, and 
may be omitted, the adjustment being accomplished by sliding the 
steel tube up or down until its lower end just touches the mercury 
after the desired temperature has been reached, in which case it, 
of course, is not cemented into the glass tube but made to slide 
into it through an air-tight packing. The proximity of the objec- 
tive probably reduces somewhat the temperature of the object, 
and if great exactness is essential, an additional current of hot 
water may be carried through a flexible tube which is coiled around 
the objective. The apparatus is described and figured in the 
"Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science." 

Cox's Turntable. — Miller Bros, of New York have made an 
improved form of this excellent contrivance, which is marked by 
its handsome iron stand and its careful adjustment of the centring 
movements. If the real convenience of this table were known 
its use would soon become general. 

NOTES. 

Messrs. Henry Holt & Co., New York, will publish in January 
" Life-Histories of Animals, including Man," by A. S. Packard, Jr., 
containing the papers which have appeared during the past year in 
the Naturalist, with additional chapters and some changes and 
additions. 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

As announced in our last number, the American Naturalist will, 
after this issue, be published by Messrs. H. O. Houghton & Co., 
of Boston, Mass., the former proprietors having dissolved partner- 
ship. It will hereafter be edited by A. S. Packard, Jr., with the 
assistance of eminent men of science. 

It is hoped that, from the substantial interest taken in the con- 
duct of the magazine by kind friends, a new lease of life awaits it. 

Much more matter, equivalent to over fifty pages, due to the 
increased size of the page, will be put in the next volume, and 
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several new departments added, while the magazine will be more 
popular in character than of late. 

The January number, with an attractive table of contents, will 
be sent out to past subscribers, and it is earnestly hoped that all 
will give the next volume a trial, and induce others to subscribe. 
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